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Yesteryear was marked by innumerable milestones in the growth of the Talented Bankers
Community. Reciprocating creatively to the confinement in isolation, we foraged for novel
explorations in the talents among us. Our souls deliquesced in the musical waves that rippled
through the online programmes organized by our team members. Let us present through this
week’s column, some one who piqued our attention through her soulful singing.

Divya K. M,
Federal Bank,
Koorkenchery Branch,

Divya who hails from the land known for the famed Vadakkumnatha Temple bulit by
Parasurama, the sixth incarnation of Lord Maha Vishnu, fascinates us with her divine artistic
skills.She inherited her talents from her family which breathes music. Born as the only daughter
of Mr. Madhusoodanan and Mrs. Saraladevi in Ayyanthol, Thrissur,Divya had her education at
Nirmala Convent UP School, Ayyanthol, West Fort St. Anne’s CG HS, Vivekodayam Higher
Secondary School, Thrissur and St. Thomas College, Thrissur. Divya ,a graduate in
mathematics.She joined Federal Bank through campus selection.

She learned singing from the age of five until the tenth grade.Divya's passion for music was
discovered by her grandmother Krishnaveni.Divya had the privilege to learn music under the
discipleship of Ms Sobha Venugopal.She made her stage debut at Chembai Carnatic Music
Festival.She set aside her desire to learn dance since her ill health stood in her way.

Divya was led down the path of music by her father, mother, grandfather, grandmother and
uncle, all of whom were musically inclined..As a child,she sang at Thrissur Pooram Exhibition
Kalavedi. She used to participate in Carnatic music, light music and group song competitions at
the district level during her schooling. She did her Plus Two at Vivekodayam Higher Secondary
School, Thrissur,She focussed only on her studies at that time when she shelved the desires to
be a musician deep inside her.

Her Friends and teachers at St. Thomas College rekindled her interest in music but she didn’t
participate in competitions.

Her first appointment as a Clerk at Federal Bank instilled confidence in her. Her first assignment
was at the Kodukulanji branch in Chengannur in August 2013. It was there that she embarked on
her musical journey .Mr Sunil Koshy, the then branch manager inspired her to unfurl her talents.

He listened to Divya singing at small events at the branch and took her to Pandalam Pradeep
Kumar.She resumed to learn classical music under his tutelage. During the Navrathri
celebrations, she used to sing at concerts along with her Guru.



On her transfer to her home state of Thrissur, she happened to be a part of many music
groups.She joined Koorkenchery branch in the city and got married to Vishnu Shankar, a native
of Ernakulam in 2016.Vishnu Shankar is working in Vyttila branch of HDFC bank in Ernakulam.

It was really an exciting experience for Divya to perform a solo concert at Lord Siva’s Temple in
Koorkenchery .Her Guru Ms Sobha extended her guidance in the pursuit. She performed at
concerts in Vadakkum Natha Temple and in other places like Thiruvambadi, Paramekkavu and
Cherpu.Her mother serves as the source of inspiration behind her concerts.

Mrs. Vineetha (Union Leader,BEFI at Federal Bank) , a colleague of Divya introduced her to the
music group "Geetham Sangeetham".- a team led by geniuses including ,Shri.Jayaraj Warrier
,Shri Sukumaran Chithrasoudham,Shri. Haridas, Shri Sankaranunni and music lovers who work in
different banks.

The inspiration derived from Mrs. Sobha Narayanan, Manager, Grameen Bank and Grooming
Sessions by the musician Shri. Somasekharan, makes singing delightful to Divya. Thanks to the
'Nadabrahmam Foundation' led by him,she could once again perform at Chembai Music Festival.

Divya had the opportunity to sing at the special events organized by "Geetham Sangeetham"
group. She had the privilege to sing before Shri.Sreekumaran Thampi at a function honouring
him,which was hosted before the onset of Covid. She has sung along with many famed
musicians like Indulekha Warrier, Kallara Gopan and Reena Murali. She was a part of 12 online
music episodes run by Geetham Sangeetham’ group under the banner of "' Thushara Bindukkal "
where she sang four different types of songs.

Divya is grateful to Shri Dildas,SBT for introducing her to the Talented Bankers Community for
she could showcase her singing and dancing talents through the online programmes organized
by the Community. Divya learns Bharatanatyam online. Mrs. Nithi Prashanth, a researcher in
dance is her Guru.

Divya won second place at the unleash your talent talent meet held by Federal Bank in 2016 and
topped the Tell Tale Family Talent meet in 2017. It was the first time she had ever been to a
recording studio for recording a song.

Although she sings along with karaoke in Smule and Star Maker, singing on Facebook and
Instagram without any accompaniment happens to be her pastime. Vishnu Shankar records her
performance. Jagannath V Acharya alias Jaggu (Kuttus) her three-year-old son,accompanies her
in each song.He is quite eager to sing along with his mother and play Mridangam in tune with
her singing.

It’s Divya’s long cherished dream to start a music school, to sing for a movie and to keep on her
journey of music. Talented Bankers Community wishes Divya and her family all the best in her
future endeavours.



